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The Portland Township Planning Commission met on Thursday, October 16, 2025, at 6:00 pm at
the Portland Township Hall for a special public hearing meeting to review, discuss, and vote on
proposed amendments to the township R-1 and Commercial district zoning ordinances.

Chairman Ross Schneider called the meeting to order and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Planning Commission members present included: Mark Simon, Andrew Huhn, Michael Kolp,
Julie Krzeminski, and Kevin DiPiazza. Tony Dixon was not present.

Motion made to approve the September 3, 2025 Planning Commission minutes with one
change made by Michael Kolp; correcting the name Tony Krausz to Tom Krausz. Motion
seconded by Julie Krzeminski and carried.

There were no changes to the agenda.

Old Business: The proposed site plan for the Grand River property is dead and the property is
back up for sale.

New Business: The purpose of the planning commission meeting was to introduce proposed
amendments to Portland Township zoning ordinance sections 3.7.02 (R-1 Low Density) and
3.10.02 (Commercial) regarding language additions for township owned, operated, or
sponsored recycling collection centers, and township owned, leased, or rented storage
containers. Chairman Ross read each of the proposed amendments aloud for planning
commission members and members of the public present for the meeting. Following the
reading of the prosed amendments the floor was opened for public comment.

Public Comment: Several residents adjacent to the township Knox Rd./Grand River property
were in attendance and gave public comment and opinion on the proposed amendments; with
additional focus given to the townships proposed automated recycling service. Some residents
present (Mary Cook and Tut Goreman) submitted emails to the township board that were
presented to the planning commission as public comment as well.

Residents and members of the public Mary Cook, Jean Shattuck, Linda Johnson, Randy
Sandborn, and Tut Gorman each gave public comment.

Mary Cook (Lear Ct.) voiced opposition to the amendments stating a lack of transparency and
did not agree with how the township meeting notices are posted; having had trouble finding the



notice on the township website and no social media notice was given. Mary also expressed
concern over the language of the proposed amendments finding the language confusing.

Jean Shattuck questioned what the definitions of recycling centers were and that the township
was lacking in what those definitions are. Jean also pushed back against the township process
leading up to these amendments and has significant concern that the township’s language was
too vague and worries it gives the township too much latitude to take land for its own purposes.

Linda Johnson (Friend Rd.) agreed with Jean’s sentiments and is confused about what is being
done, because the township has recycling service already.

Randy Sandborn (Knox Rd.) expressed that he did not like the language of the proposed
amendments believing they give the township too open of approval to do what they want
without regard to public sentiment, and stated his opposition to the placement of the recycling
on the township property.

Tut Gorman expressed he understands and appreciates the difficult position and job of the
Planning Commission, but was very ardent in opposing the language of the amendments stating
they were a “hot mess” and advises the township take them back to legal counsel to be re-
worded. Additional comment was given expressing the township’s lack of due process
regarding the acquisition, use, zoning, and amendments of the Knox Rd./Grand River property
and proposed use for recycling previously proposed township hall; further stating they were did
not match the township master plan.

Planning Commission Comments: Kevin DiPiazza provided clarification to the public members
that the meeting purpose was only regarding the proposed ordinance amendments and not
about recycling container placement or approval. Commission members Mark Simon, Michael
Kolp, and Ross Schneider all echoed agreement with the public comment sentiments that the
amendment language was vague and there was a lack of language and definition of recycling in
the township ordinances. Motion was made by Michael Kolp to reject both of the proposed
zoning ordinance amendments as they were presented citing additional requirement needed by
the township board to better define recycling and greater transparency of operation as they
pertained to the proposed automated recycling pursuit; all present commission members voted
in support with no votes opposing the motion, motion carried and proposed amendments are
rejected.

Planning Commission member Mark Simon motioned to adjourn at 6:32 pm, seconded by Julie
Krzeminski and carried.
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